
Hrt Oij-o

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Commission Meting with the President and Vice Presidait of the United States
29 April 2004,9:25-12:40

Location: Oval Office

Commission: All Commissioners and Executive Director Zelikow

White House: President, Vice President, Alberto Gonzales, Bryan Cunningham, and
Tom Monheim

Drafted by: Zelikow (also consulting notes taken by other commissioners to prepare as
complete a record as [K>ssible)

Reviewed by: Commissionaa Ben-Veniste, Gorelick, and Roemer (as of May 12)

The meeting was preceded by a brief (5 to 10 minutes) meeting of the Chair and Vice
Chair with the President, Vice President, and Chief of Staff Card.

The President and Vice President were seated in chairs in front of the fireplace. The
President's demeanor throughout was relaxed. He answered questions without notes.

Commissioners and Gonzales were on sofas and chairs. Zelikow, Cunningham, and
Monheim sat against the wall.

The portrait of Washington was over the fireplace, was flanked by busts of Lincoln
and Churchill. Paintings of southwestern landscapes are on the wall. It was a beautiful
spring day.

Notes arc not verbatim.

The President welcomed the Commission and expressed gratitude for its work. He
wanted to be sure to say, at the outset, that he was extremely disappointed with the
actions of the Attorney Genaal (in publicizing documents to attack Commissioner
Gorelick). The White House was not involved. He shared the Commission's concern.
He was more than disappointed. He understood how the Commission felt Government
sometimes works that way. This wasn't necessary. The President added that he wanted
the Commission to be able to do a good study. It should not be about blaming people.
The Commission could help in studying how best to fight terror. The country was ill
served by playing the blame game. The people would know about our displeasure (with
Justice).

The President smilingly said he knew time was limited and he would try to answer
questions briefly.

Declassified Under Authority of the
Interagency Security Classification Appeais
Panel, E.G. 13526, Sec. 5.3(b)(3)
ISCAP Appeal No. 2012-163, document 1
Declassification Date: November 9, 2022






























































